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“Words are, of course, the most powerful drug used by mankind.”

So said Rudyard Kipling. And I know what he means. Nothing beats that feeling of 
being completely dazzled or obsessed by a book, a poem, or a play. And our own 
Robert Louis Stevenson ran with this metaphor when he said, “When I suffer in mind, 
stories are my refuge; I take them like opium; and consider one who writes them as a 
sort of doctor of the mind.”
So, in the vein of Stevenson and Kipling, I hope this year’s Winter Words will give you a 
literary high! For we certainly have enough exciting ideas and people to alter your minds!

This year we have even more exciting talks and readings 
for you, with the same model of well-kent faces and titles 
mingling with fascinating new ideas and voices. Once 
again, I encourage you to come and see those you know 
and love but also take a chance on a few you don’t!
Our lineup includes three different play readings and 
events that cover photography, football, Ukraine, crafting, 

the climate crisis, mountaineering, painting, politics, the 
rediscovery of another Scottish female writer, as well as 

our delicious and fascinating literary lunches and even 
the launch of the audiobook to celebrate the 45th 

anniversary of Alasdair Gray’s classic Lanark!
And yes, I will again be DJing a party on the 

Saturday night that will raise the rafters and warm 
the cockles of the hardest heart! So, look out your 
dancing shoes.

It really is all happening here! Enjoy!

THURSDAY 12 

7PM 	 ALAN CUMMING  IN CONVERSATION WITH MICHAEL PEDERSEN			  4

FRIDAY 13 

10AM 	 CAROLINE BAVEY  IN CONVERSATION WITH ALAN CUMMING	 		  5

11.30AM 	 STEWART SANDERSON & TAYLOR STRICKLAND			   5

1PM 	 JENNIFER MORAG HENDERSON   JOSEPHINE TEY: A LIFE   			   7 
1.30PM 	 LITERARY LUNCH WITH GARETH COLE				    6

2.30PM 	 PAULINE BRYAN & COLL MCCAIL  			   		  7

4PM 	 THE ROUGH WITH THE SMOOTH   
	 REHEARSED READING WITH DAMIEN MOLONY AND ALAN CUMMING			   8

6PM 	 AMY LIPTROT  IN CONVERSATION WITH JAMES JAUNCEY			   8 
7.30PM 	 IAN RANKIN  IN CONVERSATION WITH ALAN CUMMING			   9

SATURDAY 14 

10AM 	 JEN STOUT   IN CONVERSATION WITH JAMES JAUNCEY		 		  10

10.30AM 	 THE ALAN CUMMING PAPER DRESS-UP DOLL CHALLENGE		  10

11.30AM 	 JONATHON PORRITT & EILIDH MCFADDEN  
	 THE CLIMATE CRISIS: LOVE, ANGER & BETRAYAL					     11

12PM 	 DAVID EUSTACE	 IN CONVERSATION WITH STEPHEN JARDINE		  11

1.30PM 	 LITERARY LUNCH WITH PAM BRUNTON				    12 

1.30PM 	 HANNAH LAVERY  IN CONVERSATION WITH JOELLE TAYLOR	  		  13

2PM 	 JIM SWIRE  IN CONVERSATION WITH STEPHEN JARDINE				    13

3PM 	 CLARE HUNTER  MAKING MATTERS: IN SEARCH OF CREATIVE WONDERS		  14

4.30PM 	 PAUL GOODWIN  OUR GAME, OUR CLUBS: THE FANS’ GUIDE TO COMMUNITY		  14

5.30PM 	 SALLY MAGNUSSON  IN CONVERSATION WITH MAGNUS LINKLATER		  15

6PM 	 HOUSE OF LIES  REHEARSED READING					     15

7.30PM 	 NICOLA STURGEON IN CONVERSATION WITH VAL MCDERMID			   16

9.30PM 	 DJ SET WITH ALAN CUMMING 					     16

SUNDAY 15 

10AM 	 ANNE & STEVE BRUSATTE  MY GRANDPARENTS WERE DINOSAURS		  17

10.30AM 	 DAN RICHARDS  IN CONVERSATION WITH JO SHARP				    17

12PM 	 LANARK	  RADIO 4 BOOKCLUB EVENT					     18

1PM 	 CHRISTOPHER WHATLEY(FRSE)  HARVIE’S DYKE			   	 18

1.30PM 	 LITERARY LUNCH WITH TOM LEWIS				    19

2.30PM 	 HEATHER PARRY	 IN CONVERSATION WITH GREG POWRIE			   20

3PM 	 ANOTHER TIME, ANOTHER PLACE  REHEARSED READING 			   20

4PM 	 ELAINE THOMSON  IN CONVERSATION WITH OLGA WOJTAS			   21

5.30PM 	 KEN CURRIE  IN CONVERSATION WITH TOM NORMAND			   21

7.30PM 	 ALISTAIR MOFFAT  TO SEE OURSELVES: A PERSONAL HISTORY OF SCOTLAND SINCE 1950	 22

BOOKING INFORMATION							       14  

MEMBERSHIP					     			   23

ALAN CUMMING
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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ALAN CUMMING PHOTO: TOMMY GA-KEN WAN

STUDIO 10-11AM

FROM HEATHER TO HIMALAYAS:
WALKING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF SCOTLAND’S PLANT HUNTERS
IN CONVERSATION WITH ALAN CUMMING

FRIDAY • 13 FEBRUARY

ALAN CUMMING 
IN CONVERSATION WITH MICHAEL PEDERSEN

AUDITORIUM 7-8.30PM

Join us for an illuminating and entertaining conversation with Alan Cumming — 
actor, author, activist, and our very own Artistic Director. One of Scotland’s most 
globally recognised performers, Alan has carved out an extraordinary career 
across stage, screen, and page. From Hollywood blockbusters to trailblazing 
theatre roles, from bold political commentary to intimate memoir, he moves 
effortlessly between genres, continents, and creative worlds. His bestselling 
memoirs revealed a voice as compelling on the page as onstage, blending 
candour, humour, and emotional depth to explore identity, art, and the  
complexities of life in the spotlight. 

In this rare conversation, Edinburgh’s Makar and one of Scotland’s most inventive 
literary voices, Michael Pedersen, steps into the interviewer’s chair, guiding a 
warm, lively, and wide-ranging discussion complete with hand-picked clips  
from Alan’s eclectic body of work, sparking fresh reflections and unexpected 
stories. Together, they’ll explore Cumming’s creative journey, his inspirations, 
the highs and hurdles of an international career, and the art of staying daringly, 
defiantly original. 

THURSDAY • 12 FEBRUARY

CAROLINE BAVEY

Nestled on the edge of Pitlochry 
beneath the Highland skies, the 
Explorers Garden is more than just a 
collection of plants — it is a living storybook. Every 
path, tree, and blossom tells the tales of Scottish explorers  
over the past 300 years and celebrates the curiosity that inspired 
them to see the world not just as it was, but as it could grow. 

Caroline Bavey, Landscape and Garden Manager, shares  
the garden’s rich history and beauty in her new book, offering 

readers an intimate journey through one of the UK’s most remarkable green spaces led by  
Pitlochry Festival Theatre’s Artistic Director, Alan Cumming, with his trademark charisma and 
insatiable zest for the world of gardening. 

STUDIO 11.30AM-12.30PM

Two award-winning poets interrogate notions 
of language, culture, family, and the idea of 
place and non-place, with Scotland at the 
centre, as they perform work from their new 
collections.  

Stewart Sanderson is a poet from 
Glasgow, who has published and 

performed widely in the UK and internationally. He is the author of the pamphlets 
Fios (2015) and An Offering (2018), as well as the book-length collections The Sleep Road 
(2021) and Weathershaker (2025) – all published by Tapsalteerie. Three times shortlisted for 
the Edwin Morgan Poetry Award, his work has also been recognised by accolades including 
an Eric Gregory Award and Robert Louis Stevenson and Jessie Kesson Fellowships. 

Taylor Strickland is from Tallahassee, Florida. His latest book is Dwell Time (Tapsalteerie, 
November 2025). His book Dastram/Delirium (Broken Sleep Books, 2023) was 
Scottish Poetry Book of the Year and a PBS Translation Choice. His poems have 
featured widely, such as in Poetry London, the Times Literary Supplement, and 
New Statesman. One was The Scotsman Poem of the Week, and some have 
been translated into Irish and Italian. The Low Road was adapted by American 
composer, Andrew Kohn, and performed in Orkney. Nine Whales, Tiree, 
was adapted to film-poem by filmmaker Olivia Booker and composer Fee 
Blumenthaler, and later selected for Bloomsday and Glasgow Cathedral 
festivals, among others. He now lives in Aberfeldy. 

STEWART SANDERSON & TAYLOR STRICKLAND
POETRY READING
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GARETH COLE LITERARY LUNCH 
CAFÉ  CANNA: RECIPES FROM A HEBRIDEAN ISLAND

RIVER ROOM 1.30-3PM

Join Gareth Cole for a memorable lunch event featuring his dishes 
from Café Canna, his remarkable restaurant on the tiny Isle of 
Canna in the Hebrides. 

Resourcefulness defines the café’s food philosophy. Cole’s team 
draws almost everything from the surrounding landscape and 
sea: pristine seafood from local boats, foraged seaweeds, meat 
from neighbouring fields, vegetables from the garden, fruit from 
the orchard, daily baked loaves, and even their own small-batch beer. The 
menu is wonderfully inventive, with dishes ranging from seaweed croquettes 
and rich crab bisque to Canna beef pies, gorse-scented crème brûlée, nettle 
spanakopita, and Singapore chilli Canna crab. 

Gareth’s book is both a tribute to Café Canna and a portrait of the resilient 
island community that sustains it. With more than 70 recipes, he reveals the 
depth and creativity of island cooking — all designed for adventurous home 
cooks eager to bring a taste of the Hebrides to their own kitchens. 

FRIDAY • 13 FEBRUARY FRIDAY • 13 FEBRUARY

STUDIO 2.30-3.30PM

KEEPING LEFT IN DIFFICULT TIMES

PAULINE BRYAN & COLL MCCAIL

Pauline Bryan was in her twenties 
when Gordon Brown’s seminal 
book of essays, The Red Paper 
on Scotland, was published 
in1975. Fifty years later she 
brought together a group of 
writers, including 21-year-old 
Coll McCail, in Keep Left:  
Red Paper on Scotland 2025.  

Join Pauline and Coll for a conversation about 
how politics has changed in Scotland and 
across Britain over the last half-century as they 
discuss keeping the flame of socialism alight in 
challenging times and answer audience questions 
towards the end of the event.   

STUDIO 1-2PM

Josephine Tey was the pen-name of Elizabeth MacKintosh 
(1896-1952). Born in Inverness, MacKintosh lived several 
‘lives’: best known as Golden Age Crime Fiction writer 
‘Josephine Tey’, she was also successful novelist and 
playwright ‘Gordon Daviot’. 

Her novels include The Franchise Affair, Brat  
Farrar, and the unique Richard III mystery The 
Daughter of Time – once voted the best crime 
novel of all time. 

At one point, she had plays on simultaneously 
in the West End in London and on Broadway, and even wrote for 
Hollywood – all from her home in the north of Scotland. 

Jennifer Morag Henderson is Tey’s biographer. In this talk she will share her 
research into Tey’s life, and discuss her successful campaign to have a  
blue plaque erected to commemorate Tey’s life and work. 

JENNIFER MORAG HENDERSON
JOSEPHINE TEY: A LIFE
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FRIDAY • 13 FEBRUARY

REHEARSED READING BY ALAN CUMMING AND DAMIAN MOLONY 

BY SHOMIT DUTTA

DIRECTED BY OWEN HORSLEY

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH  
THE PRODUCTION GARDEN 

AUDITORIUM 4-6PM

THE ROUGH WITH THE SMOOTH

FRIDAY • 13 FEBRUARY

Be among the very first audience to witness 
Shomit Dutta’s The Rough with the Smooth 
brought to life in a special staged reading 
at Pitlochry Festival Theatre’s Winter Words 
Festival. Directed by Owen Horsley and 
featuring Artistic Director Alan Cumming 
and Damian Molony (Bergerac), this intimate 
presentation introduces Dutta’s witty, poignant 
and imaginative encounter between two 
literary titans Walt Whitman and Oscar Wilde. 
Experience the play’s humour and emotional 
charge as two remarkable actors give voice to 
its characters for the first time in public. A rare 
exclusive glimpse of a remarkable new play. 

STUDIO 6-7PM

AMY LIPTROT
THE OUTRUN
IN CONVERSATION WITH JAMES JAUNCEY

Amy Liptrot is the award-winning author 
of The Outrun, a deeply personal 
memoir exploring addiction, recovery, 
and rediscovery through the wild 
landscapes of Orkney. Her honest  
and lyrical storytelling has made the  
book a modern classic. 

She joins Perthshire-based author James Jauncey to discuss 
her journey, creativity, and Scotland’s natural inspirations.

IN CONVERSATION WITH ALAN CUMMING

Sir Ian Rankin is the author of the Inspector Rebus series, set in Edinburgh.  

He will be discussing Rebus - on the page, on screen and on the stage 
- and maybe even giving a few hints as to what comes next for both the 
author and his most famous creation. 

AUDITORIUM 7.30-9PM

IAN RANKIN
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FOYER 10.30-11.30AM

SATURDAY • 14 FEBRUARY

AUDITORIUM 11.30AM-12.30PM

STUDIO 12-1PM

JONATHON PORRITT 

DAVID EUSTACE

LOVE, ANGER & BETRAYAL
WITH CO-AUTHOR EILIDH MCFADDEN

IN CONVERSATION WITH STEPHEN JARDINE

Join us for a rare opportunity to hear artist David Eustace reflect on a remarkable life and 
career in conversation with broadcaster Stephen Jardine.  

Leaving school at 16, David’s path was anything but typical 
— serving on a Royal Navy minesweeper at 19, working 
as a prison officer at Barlinnie by 21, and later returning 
to education as a mature student before graduating with 
distinction in Photographic Studies from Edinburgh Napier 
University. 

From there his career unfolded across London and 
New York, shooting for GQ, Vogue, Tatler and leading 

international clients, while producing acclaimed personal projects including Character 
Project, Highland Heart, Dear John and TREE. His work has been exhibited in national 
museums and major galleries, held in public collections, and featured in campaigns, 
documentaries and national exhibitions. He has served as Chancellor of Edinburgh 
Napier University, launched the influential Chancellor Talk Series, and continues to create 
portfolios, multimedia works and performances shown across the  
UK and beyond. 

In this conversation, one of Scotland’s best-known journalists and broadcasters, Stephen 
Jardine, will have David share the stories behind his journey. An evening of honesty, 
reflection and insight from one of Scotland’s most distinctive photographic voices.

Reflecting on the latest news from 
the climate frontline, including 
the latest political and scientific 
developments, and reviewing all 
this through the lens of his new book, 
Love, Anger & Betrayal. Jonathon Porritt 
is a leading environmentalist, writer, and 
campaigner who co-founded Forum for 
the Future, and Eilidh McFadden 
is one of the 26 Just Stop Oil co-authors.

10 11

A chapter in Clare Hunter’s new 
book Making Matters explores the 
surprising history of dress up dolls. 
Very few celebrities or notorieties 
have escaped having a paper doll 
avatar and their accompanying 
wardrobe created in their honour: 
Russian revolutionaries, famous 
artists, literary greats and the stars of 
screen and stage. 

Now we are inviting you to devise an outfit for our very own Artistic Director, Alan Cumming. 
With Clare’s help, you can recreate his back catalogue of fabulous and flamboyant costumes 
and clothes or dream up something new and dazzling. 

THE ALAN CUMMING  
PAPER DRESS-UP DOLL CHALLENGE
WITH CLARE HUNTER

STUDIO 10-11AM

JEN STOUT
NIGHT TRAIN TO ODESA: COVERING THE HUMAN COST OF RUSSIA’S WAR 
IN CONVERSATION WITH JAMES JAUNCEY

Over the last three years of Russia’s war against Ukraine, freelance 
journalist Jen Stout brought the war home to readers in Scotland 
with her vivid first-hand reporting from the night trains and 
bunkers, the frontlines, and the cities under siege - all now detailed 
in her award-winning book Night Train to Odesa.  

This talk will be an eye-witness account of the 
Russo-Ukrainian war, illustrated with Jen’s striking 
photographs from Ukraine and Romania, and 
with a focus on the ordinary people who are 
the heroes of her stories.  

Jen Stout is a journalist, writer and radio 
producer from Scotland, frequently working in Ukraine. Originally 
from Shetland, she has lived in Germany and Russia. Her reports 
are often found in the Sunday Post and on BBC Radio. Her 
empathetic and vivid coverage on the deportations in Kharkiv  
region was shortlisted for an Amnesty Media Award. 
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SATURDAY • 14 FEBRUARY

PAM BRUNTON LITERARY LUNCH
BETWEEN TWO WATERS: HERITAGE, LANDCAPE AND THE MODERN COOK 

RIVER ROOM 1.30-3PM

EVERYTHING [EVERYDAY]: A YEAR OF EMPTY PROMISES
IN CONVERSATION WITH JOELLE TAYLOR

STUDIO 1.30-2.30PM

This new collection brings together a year of poems that move 
between myth and the everyday, grief and tenderness, protest, 
and ritual. Lavery’s work has been widely acclaimed for its formal  
daring and ethical urgency, and Everything [Everyday] continues  
her exploration of poetry as both witness and act of survival. 

Join us for a special prelaunch event, offering a sneak preview 
of this compelling new collection. Publishing with Polygon, 
home to some of Scotland’s most vital contemporary voices, 
Lavery presents a body of work that will resonate with readers 
of political, lyrical, and formally innovative poetry alike. 

Joelle Taylor is a multi-award-winning poet and author, Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Literature, and host of the Forward Prize. Her poetry collection MARYVILLE is out now  
on Bloomsbury Press.

HANNAH LAVERY

JIM SWIRE 

LOCKERBIE: A FATHER’S SEARCH FOR JUSTICE
IN CONVERSATION WITH STEPHEN JARDINE

AUDITORIUM 2-3PM

The destruction of Pan Am Flight 103 over the 
Scottish town of Lockerbie in December 1988 
was the largest attack on Britain since World 
War Two. 259 passengers and 11 townsfolk 
of Lockerbie were murdered. Libyan Abdelbaset 
al-Megrahi was convicted of the crime. He maintained  
his innocence until his death in 2012. 

Among the passengers was Flora, beloved daughter of Dr Jim 
Swire. Jim accepted American claims that Libya was responsible, 
but during the Lockerbie Trial he began to distrust key witnesses 
and supposed firm evidence. Since then it has been revealed 

that the USA paid millions of dollars to two central identification witnesses, and the only 
forensic evidence central to the prosecution has been discredited. 

The book of the new Sky miniseries, starring Colin Firth as Jim Swire and directed by Jim 
Sheridan (My Left Foot and In the Name of the Father) takes us along Dr. Swire’s journey 
as his initial grief and loss becomes a campaign to uncover the truth behind not only a 
personal tragedy but one of the modern world’s most shocking events.  

In this conversation, BBC Radio Scotland morning show host and Debate Night presenter, 
Stephen Jardine, will guide us through Swire’s searing story, which has taken over three 
decades and across several continents to find the truth behind the atrocity.
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Join acclaimed Scottish chef, Pam Brunton, for 
a Literary Lunch as she discusses her new book, 
Between Two Waters, and the creative journey 
behind it. 

As the visionary force behind Inver, the award-
winning restaurant on the shores of Loch Fyne, 
Pam is celebrated for her thoughtful, quietly radical 
approach to cooking and her deep connection to 
Scotland’s landscapes and food culture.
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Join acclaimed textile artist, curator, and author Clare Hunter for 
an inspiring talk about creativity, craft, and storytelling. With over 
twenty years’ experience as a community textile artist and banner 
maker, and founder of Glasgow’s award-winning 
NeedleWorks, Clare has brought the joy of making  
to thousands. 

Her acclaimed books include Threads of Life: The 
History of the World through the Eye of a Needle, Embroidering her Truth: Mary, 
Queen of Scots and the Language of Power, and her latest, Making Matters: In 
Search of Creative Wonders. Clare’s work celebrates the overlooked artistry 
in crafts worldwide and the power of creativity to connect us all. 

STUDIO 3-4PM

CLARE HUNTER
MAKING MATTERS: IN SEARCH OF CREATIVE WONDERS

ENJOY 20% OFF WHEN YOU BOOK TWO OR 
MORE EVENTS, OR 25% OFF FOR MEMBERS.  
(CERTAIN EVENTS EXCLUDED. DETAILS ON WEBSITE.)

pitlochryfestivaltheatre.com
01796 484 626

BOOK
NOW

TO QUALIFY, SIMPLY BOOK  
THE SAME NUMBER OF  
TICKETS FOR EACH EVENT

MAKE IT A WEEKEND TO REMEMBER —  
AND SAVE WITH OUR FESTIVAL PASS.

1514

SATURDAY • 14 FEBRUARYSATURDAY • 14 FEBRUARY

SALLY MAGNUSSON

AUDITORIUM 5.30-6.30PM

THE SHAPESHIFTER’S DAUGHTER
IN CONVERSATION WITH MAGNUS LINKLATER

STUDIO 4.30-5.30PM

PAUL GOODWIN
OUR GAME, OUR CLUBS: THE FANS’ GUIDE TO COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP

Writer of Our Game, Our Clubs: The Fans’ Guide to 
Community Ownership discusses Scotland’s history 
in the beautiful game as well as predictions of what 
the future holds for Scottish football. 

STUDIO 6-7PM

HOUSE OF LIES 
REHEARSED READING

Scottish playwright George Byatt’s House of Lies is revisited here in a 
rehearsed reading directed by his son, Andrew Byatt. This is a touching 
play exploring the truths we are presented with throughout our lives. 
Even facing death we are lied to.   

Andrew has done seasons at many theatres including the Lyceum 
Edinburgh, The National Theatre, Scottish Actors Studio and THEATRE 
PKF (Peace Keeping Force) with his Prix D’Italia award winning 
playwright father George Byatt.  
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The Sunday Times bestselling novelist, 
journalist and broadcaster, Sally 
Magnusson, will be discussing her new 
novel The Shapeshifter’s Daughter, a 
spellbinding retelling of the Norse myth 
of Hel, the Goddess of the Underworld, 
set in the magical landscape of Orkney.  

Sally Magnusson has written several books for adults and 
children, most recently her Sunday Times bestseller Where Memories Go (2014) about 
her mother’s dementia, The Sealwoman’s Gift (2018), her acclaimed debut novel, The 
Ninth Child (2020) and Music in the Dark (2023). 

Guiding the conversation is Magnus Linklater, who has held a number of senior 
editorships on newspapers in London and Scotland, and the author of several books  
on current affairs and Scottish history. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.  
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NICOLA STURGEON
FRANKLY
IN CONVERSATION WITH VAL MCDERMID

In her captivating memoir, Frankly, Nicola Sturgeon takes readers from  
her working-class roots in Ayrshire to the forefront of Scottish politics 
as the country’s first female and longest-serving first minister. Sturgeon 
offers an insider’s view of key political moments, including the 
establishment of the Scottish Parliament, the SNP’s rise to power, the 
Scottish Independence Referendum, the complexities of Brexit and the 
unforeseen challenges of the Covid pandemic. With candour and insight, she shares 
personal achievements and regrets, discusses the challenges of being a woman in a high-stakes 

political arena and reveals 
the person behind the 
public figure. The result 
will be a deeply personal 
and revealing memoir 
from one of Britain’s 
most significant political 
leaders of recent times.  

Leading the conversation 
is Val McDermid, 
acclaimed crime writer, 
whose sharp intellect and 
deep understanding of 
narrative bring out the 
stories, reflections, and 
humour in Sturgeon’s 
remarkable life. 

AUDITORIUM 7.30-9PM

SUNDAY • 15 FEBRUARY

Dorothy Pilley was a trailblazing mountaineer who broke new ground 
for women in a sport dominated by men. Her 1935 memoir, Climbing 
Days, is a classic account of Alpine adventure, endurance and daring. 
In 2024, Pilley’s great-grand-nephew, writer and broadcaster Dan 
Richards, oversaw the republication of Climbing Days with Canongate 
Books, where it now stands proudly beside Nan Shepherd and 
Rebecca Solnit. 

Richards is the author of five adventurous non-fiction books including 
the Sunday Times bestselling Holloway (with Robert Macfarlane 
& Stanley Donwood) and a biography of Pilley for Faber in 2016 

and, most recently, Overnight: Journeys, Conversations and Stories After Dark. His BBC 
Radio 4 series, Only After Dark, was broadcast to acclaim in 2022. Richards has written for 
newspapers and magazines including The New York Times, Guardian, Observer, Economist, 
Esquire, and Harper’s Bazaar. 

Joining Richards on stage and guiding him through conversations of his great-grand-aunt, 
is Geographer Royal Jo Sharp, who has led a distinguished career as a geographer and 
professor, authoring and editing over 120 works.  

STUDIO 10.30-11.30AM

DOROTHY PILLEY

DAN RICHARDS
CLIMBING DAYS BY DOROTHY PILLEY 
IN CONVERSATION WITH JO SHARP

DJ SET WITH ALAN CUMMING

FOYER 9.30PM-12AM

Get ready to dance the night away as Alan Cumming 
swaps the stage for the DJ booth. After his electric set 
at the Winter Words Festival 2025—where hundreds 
of revellers packed the space—he’s back for an 
unforgettable encore. Join him in full party mode as he 
spins timeless hits, bringing the same joyous energy and 
infectious fun for one more spectacular night. 

RIVER ROOM 10-11AM

WORKSHOP CANONGATE 
AUDIOBOOK 

What if we told you that today’s birds are 
actually dinosaurs? It’s true! In this lively 
event for families, author Anne Brusatte 
and palaeontologist Steve Brusatte will 
tell the story of how birds evolved from ferocious 
meat-eating dinosaurs millions of years ago. They will read 
their new children’s book My Grandparents Were Dinosaurs, give 
a presentation about the real fossils of feather-covered dinosaurs 

that Steve and his colleagues dig up and study, and then lead children in an art project to 
‘dinosaurify’ a chicken, imagining what fantastic colours and patterns dinosaurs might have 
once flaunted.

Anne and Steve are a wife-and-husband, author-and-scientist team. Anne taught primary school 
for over ten years in two countries and is very used to children knowing far more about dinosaurs 
than she ever will. Steve is a palaeontologist who hunts and writes about dinosaurs. He is a 
Professor at the University of Edinburgh, but grew up in the Midwestern USA.

ANNE & STEVE BRUSATTE
MY GRANDPARENTS WERE DINOSAURS
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TOM LEWIS LITERARY LUNCH
IN CONVERSATION WITH ALAN CUMMING

RIVER ROOM 1.30-3PM

SUNDAY •15 FEBRUARY

CHRISTOPHER WHATLEY (FRSE) 
HARVIE’S DYKE: THE PEOPLE, THEIR LIBERTY AND THE CLYDE

AUDITORIUM 1-2PM

In 1822, Thomas Harvie, a newly rich Glasgow 
distiller, bought Westthorn estate on the eastern 
edge of the city. To mark his boundaries, he 
erected two walls. One (‘Harvie’s Dyke’) was 
massive and fortified – and its fragments can still be 
seen. It blocked a much-used pathway alongside  
the river Clyde. 

Outraged, local workers demolished the obstructions – but Harvie 
rebuilt them. A six-year legal struggle culminated in a Lords’ ruling 

in 1828 that sustained ‘the liberties of the banks of the Clyde’. 

Commemorative medals were cast and still survive, as do poems and songs. One of the 
first rights of way campaigns in the UK, this talk from Christopher Whatley OBE asks why 
the event has been largely forgotten, while also revealing the deep enthusiasm among 
ordinary Glaswegians for fresh air, exercise, nature, and access to the Clyde walkway. 
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A must-read becomes a must-listen. 

BBC Radio 4’s Bookclub programme, presented by 
James Naughtie, will be recording a special episode 
at the Winter Words Festival 2026 to celebrate the 
forty-fifth anniversary of Lanark: A Life In Four Books. It was 
Alasdair Gray’s first novel, and when it was published in 1981,  
it marked the arrival of a generational talent and has since been 
hailed as one of the most influential books of the twentieth century. 

So who better to speak of this than one of Scotland’s other finest exports, Alan Cumming, 
who is also a successful novelist and memoirist in his own right, and the voice behind the 
new audiobook of Lanark, which will be published by Canongate next year.  

Bookclub is one of Radio 4’s longest-running and most-loved programmes, 
and it’s based on audience questions. If you’d like to come along, please 
email bookclub@bbc.co.uk with the question you’d like to ask. 

Join renowned chef and restaurateur Tom Lewis, the driving force 
behind Monachyle Mhor, the boutique hotel and award-winning 
restaurant set on the lochside at the foot of the Balquhidder hills. 

A champion of Scottish produce and a master of refined, ingredient-led 
cooking, Tom’s work blends farming, foraging, hospitality, and creativity into 
an unforgettable culinary experience. 

From family life in the Monachyle Mhor business to the rhythms of the 
kitchen, from wine safaris to sourcing venison from the surrounding hills and 
produce from the kitchen garden, Tom brings a storyteller’s warmth and a 
chef’s precision to every dish—and every tale. 

Join Tom and Alan for a delicious afternoon of food, stories and spirited 
conversation celebrating Scotland’s landscape, larder and hospitality.


